George Bjotvedt V.M.D

October 7, 1929 - July 15, 2023

George Bjotvedt, age 93, passed away peacefully on Saturday, July 15, 2023
at his home in Prescott Valley, Arizona.

George was born in Brooklyn, New York on October 7, 1929. After graduating
form Pennsylvania Military College in June, 1951, he was commissioned as a
2nd Lieutenant and served with the 65th Puerto Rican Regiment during the
stalemate phase of the Korean war. In January 1953, he briefed General
Maxwell Taylor, Commander 8th army, on the use of German Shepherd scout
dogs on ambush patrols into no-man’s land. As a patrol leader on more than
23 ambush patrols, he was safely conducted by a scout dog and handler with
minimal causalities to his patrol members. He received Korean service
medals, Bronze Star, Combat Infantryman Badge and Congressional Gold
Medal. In June, 1954, he resigned his regular army commission and received
an honorable discharge.

He received his doctor of veterinary medicine degree (V.M.D.) from the
University of Pennsylvania in 1958. That year, he received a Post Doctoral
Fellowship from the National Institutes of Health to study virology and
biomedical research at the Wistar Institute under the direction Dr. Hilary
Koprowski. After completing his internship at Wistar Institute, he went to the
medical school at the University of Pennsylvania. There he served as the
Director of the Division of Laboratory Medicine where he organized and



developed the first central program for the care and use of laboratory animals
used in medical research. He developed and taught the first course in
Laboratory Animal Medicine at the school of veterinary medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania. He was a founder of the American Association for
Accreditation of Laboratory Animal care or AAALAC.

He served as Director Laboratory Animal Program and Assistant Professor of
Surgery at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine. He received a grant from
Animal Resources, NIH for the development of central care program at the
medical school. He was able to establish that canine distemper was the cause
of morbidity and mortality of non-conditioned laboratory dogs used in medical
research. The federal grant provided the means by which the medical school’s
animal program received full accreditation by AAALAC.

In 1969, he moved his family to Scottsdale, Arizona. Dr. Bjotvedt served as
the university veterinarian at Arizona State University or ASU. He was
awarded another grant from the Animal Resources, NIH for the establishment
of a central animal care program. Dr. Bjotvedt oversaw the use and care of
laboratory animals in university's biomedical projects. The animal care
program received full accreditation by AAALAC. In the 30 years as a
Diplomate of the American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine, he made
many contributions to laboratory animal medicine literature culminating in a
two volume Syllabus of Humane Practice of Animal Care and use. He retired
from ASU as Director of the Division of Biosciences and Adjunct Professor in
Bioengineering.

His Korean war experience with a scout dog and several other combat stories
were highlighted in the very popular TV series-M*A*S*H. His M*A*S*H
interview tapes are a part of the TV-series’ memorabilia given to the
Smithsonian. He served as a track veterinarian at The Greyhound Racing
Park in Phoenix, AZ.



George held other titles in his life too, including Artist, Author, Comedian,
Historian, Friend, and Entrepreneur, but his favorite role was being a father
and grandfather. He loved nothing more than spending time with his adult
children and grandchildren. He was always there for them to offer advice, tips,
and laughs. George was also an extraordinarily generous person giving his
time and money to good and worthy causes. His children and grandchildren
will miss him dearly.

Dr. Bjotvedt is survived by his wife Gloria, his children Gale Draper and her
husband Michael Draper, Bruce Bjotvedt, Eric Bjotvedt and his partner Toni
Bonanno, Douglas Bjotvedt and his wife Lisa Bjotvedt, and six grandchildren.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUL 31. 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM (MT)

Sunrise Funeral Home and Crematory
8167 E HWY 69

Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

(928) 772-7475
info@sunrisefuneralhome.com

Graveside Service

JUL 31. 12:00 PM - 12:20 PM (MT)

Arizona Veterans' Memorial Cemetery at Camp Navajo
14317 Veterans Drive
Bellemont, AZ 86015


mailto:info@sunrisefuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall

| was saddened to hear of George's passing. | had wondered why |
hadn't heard from him in the past few months of trying to connect
with him, and just saw this obituary today. George was a fellow
member of the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division and of its
Renegade Outpost 15 (AZ, UT, CO, NM), of which | am president.
George contributed several memorable articles to our Society's
magazine, The Watch on the Rhine, in the past couple years about
his experiences in the Korean War. His lifetime was that of an
exemplary combat Soldier and Army officer in the 3rd Inf Div (the
“Marne" Division), a decades-long renowned expert in the use and
care of laboratory animals, especially dogs, and a friend of all who
knew him. Renegade Outpost 15 offers its condolences to his
family, and renders Dr. George Bjotvedt a final Marne Division
salute. You are missed, brother. --Bill Blissett, LTC, USA, Ret.

Bill Blissett - October 24, 2024 at 01:41 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
George Bjotvedt V.M.D.

July 28, 2023 at 06:46 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
George Bjotvedt V.M.D.

July 28, 2023 at 05:02 PM


https://www.sunrisefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sunrisefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sunrisefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sunrisefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My condolences to the family, | worked with George at the
greyhound track in Phoenix and really enjoyed being around him. |
remember one day in particular where his medication made him a
bit woozy and he laid down on the floor for a few minutes. So | was
doing his job, and stepping over him with urine samples from the
dogs. He was laughing as | threatened to spill them.....I didn't. we
had many other good days besides.....Elaine Chambers DVM

Elaine Chambers, DVM - July 28, 2023 at 04:29 PM

Beauitiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
George Bjotvedt V.M.D.

July 25, 2023 at 10:06 PM


https://www.sunrisefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sunrisefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

